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	Sentence fragment is one of the common errors made by the students in college level. Sentence fragment is incomplete sentence that deals with clause and phrase. This research is aimed to identify and investigate grammatical errors in students’ essay. It is a descriptive qualitative case study. 15 students in college level of English Language Education become the participant of this study. The results of this study showed that the most type of fragment made by the students was Dependent Clause Fragment. The other errors made were; Omission of Subject, Omission of Subject and Verb, Appositive, List Fragment and Omission of Verb. The source of error based on expert are in intra-lingual error and inter-lingual. Moreover, based on in-depth interview, it was  found lack of comprehension, lack of preparation, lack of time, and translated writing as the sources of errors. This study is contributive to the field of education especially in the linguistics to deepen students’ knowledge about sentence fragment.
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1. Introduction 
Writing is one of the productive skills that is considered as a challenging skill. Fulcher (1999 in Yi, 2009) noted that writing is a process and product. Tan & Miller (2008, in Ghabool, Edwina, & Kashef, 2012) added that writing is an intentional, social communication that involves literacy as well. Writing needs a good grammar, especially in writing an essay. Essay is a piece of writing that regularly analyze and evaluate a topic or issue (Richard, 2010 in Marzoughi & Ghanbari, 2015).  The students in English Language Study Program should have a good understanding in writing an essay. In fact, the students still make an error in their writing. According to Thornbury (2006 in Imane, 2016) error is an instance of the language that does not conform to accept norms of usage, and contributes to incomplete learning.  One of the errors made by the students in their essay is sentence fragment. As mentioned by Jean (2002,in Bashir et al., 2016) that a fragment is incomplete sentence, phrase or dependent clause that belong to preceding sentence. It occurs because they get difficulties in comprehending grammatical error especially fragment.

Another study conducted by Bashir et al., (2016), the research entitled “Sentence Fragmentation in the Writing of Senior Secondary School Students of Gwale, Kano, Nigeria”. The result of the study revealed that sentence fragment were frequently found in the participant competition. Sentence fragment were found 93 instances from 30 students. In addition, Na Phuket & Othman (2015), the research entitled “Understanding EFL Students’ Error in Writing”. Na Phuket used narrative essay of Thai university students and found some errors; they were wrong verb tense and form, pronouns, articles, conjunctions, prepositions, infinitive and gerund, subject-verb agreement, sentence fragment, word choice, capitalization, and spelling.

Therefore, this study is aimed to identify the types of fragment found in the students writing task and to investigate the reason why the students make the error on sentence fragment.
2. Method
Qualitative case study research design was used in this study.  Ganapathy & Kaur, 2013 in Kaur et al., (2017) stated that a case study research design allowed in-depth analysis of the classroom context in which intervention takes place and facilitated enhancement of the description of the intervention itself.  

The participant of this study consisted of 15 students in Essay Reading and Writing. This study analysed the document of essay focusing on argumentative text that already done by the students and attached in a blog.  In collecting the data, the essay was downloaded from the students’ blog, analyzed and presented into table. To present the percentage number of finding, the data were calculated using a formula based on Alfayed, (2017), as follows:
P =           f      × 100 %






          N

P= Percentage of error

F= Frequency of error

N=Number of cases (to frequent, total individual)
3. Findings and Discussion
After analyzing the data, it was obtained some types of sentence fragment made by the students and the sources of error why the students made the error. 
3.1 Types of Sentence Fragment Errors

There were six types of sentence fragment made by the students based on the results of analysis taken from Fine (2010, in Bashir et al., 2016) and Blaskesley et al., (2008, in Bashir et al., 2016), theory of sentence fragment. They were Omission of Subject (OS), Omission of Verb (OV), Omission of both Subject and Verb (OSV), Dependent Clause Fragment (DC/FRAG), Appositive (APP) and List Fragment (APP/LIST FRAG).  The errors were counted and rated in percentage of frequency and shown in the table 1. It shows the result briefly about the students’ frequency in making sentence fragment on their writing task.
Table 1. Total and Percentage of Sentence Fragments  
	No.
	Type of Error
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1. 
	Omission of Subject (OS)
	12
	21%

	2. 
	Omission of Verb (OV)
	3
	5.3%

	3. 
	Omission of Subject and Verb (OSV)
	12
	21%

	4. 
	Dependent Clause Fragment (DCF)
	20
	35.1%

	5. 
	Appositive (APP)
	7
	12.3%

	6. 
	List Fragment (LIST FRAG)
	3
	5.3%

	Total
	57
	100%


The finding of the analysis revealed six types of sentence fragment and 57 errors made by 15 the students in Essay Reading and Writing class. The most common error found in the essay were Dependent Clause Fragment, the highest percentage total 35.1%. next comes Omission of Subject 21%, Omission of Subject and Verb were 21%, Omission of Verb were 5.3%, Appositive were 12.3% and the last was List Fragment 5.3%. The percentage number shows the frequency of making the error made by the students.
The further description of error types found is provided, as follows:

1. Omission of Subject

Fragment
: To be a useful millennial generation?

Sentence 
: How to be a useful millennial generation?

It is not complete sentence. In this case, the student provide an error in their essay, he or she forgot to put a subject in a first sentence. It can be seen in the beginning of the sentence. Therefore, to complete the sentence, we have to put a subject in the first sentence. The possible correct sentence is “How to be a useful millennial generation?”
2. Omission of Verb

Fragment
: Internet, gadget and social media able to use in much human life aspect.

Sentence
: Internet, gadget and social media are able to use in much human life aspect.

In this case the student omit the main verb. If the readers read the sentence, they think that the sentence is a complete thought. To make the sentence complete, a verb is needed. The correct sentence is “Internet, gadget and social media are able to use in much human life aspect.”

3. Omission of Subject and Verb

Fragment
: The number of user of social media increase every year. Dominate by young people and middle age. 

Sentence
: The number of user of social media increase every year. It is dominate by young people and middle age. 

It is not clear what dominated by young people. The student omit the subject and the main verb before the word “dominate”. It makes fragment in that sentence. To correct the sentence, the student have to put subject and helping verb, and the possible correction is “It is dominated by young people and middle age” 
4. Dependent Clause Fragment

Fragment
: One morning in a crowded and jammed city, there was a beautiful girl. A beautiful woman named Elis.

Sentence
: One morning in a crowded and jammed city, there was a beautiful girl named Elis.

In this case, the student capitalized and punctuated as a sentence. This makes nonsense, by looking at the sentence in the first sentence the student said that …….there was a beautiful girl, but in the next sentence the student said “a beautiful woman……” It’s not clear she is still young or not.  To fix this sentence, the student have to make the sentence into one sentence to make it sense and omit some words. The correct sentence is “One morning in a crowded and jammed city, there was a beautiful girl, named Elis.
5. Appositive 

Fragment
: The information technology grows up faster around the world. Internet for the example.
Sentence
: The information technology grows up faster around the world, such as Internet.

It can be seen from that sentence the student produced a fragment in her/his essay.  In this case, the student puts the wrong full stop that makes the sentence incomplete. The student does not need to put coma after the word “world”, but the student has to put comma. Therefore to fix this sentence the student has to omit the period after the word “world” and change into a comma.

6. List Fragment

Fragment
: There are two reasons; the first, they can judge their friends. The second, they can fight because they throw words at each other. Third, they do negative actions like sex with their friend in the hiding place.
Sentence
: There are three reasons of social environment, those are; they can judge their friends, they can fight because they throw words at each other and they do negative actions like sex with their friend in the hiding place.

The students mentioned some reasons, but the students did not mention the reason of what. Besides, the students arrange the list inappropriate way, he or she separated the lists or the reasons. The student was also wrong in writing the amount of the reason. In this case, he or she puts the wrong punctuation in that sentence that produces list fragment.
3.2 Sources of Error

Dealing with the reason why the students made the error, there are two sources of errors based on Brown (2007); they are intra-lingual and inter-lingual error. According to Richard (1971: 206 in  Na Phuket & Othman, 2015)intra-lingual error occurs because of the ineffective traits of learning such as faulty application of rules and unawareness of restriction of rules. Meanwhile, Kharsen (1981:65, in  Na Phuket & Othman, 2015) stated when the linguistic principles of native language are much differs from that target language, the learners find difficulty to comprehend, and they begin to apply the rules and structures of native language in their learning process, that is called by inter-lingual error.

To support the analysis data of the errors sources, it was conducted an in-depth interview to the students. Based on the interview, it was obtained that there were some reasons why the students made the error; they were lack of preparation and lack of time that belong to the intra-lingual error. It occurs because the time given by the lecturer did not enough to the students to writing an essay. It refers to ineffective traits of learning such as faulty application of rules and unawareness of restriction of rules. Meanwhile, lack of comprehension and translated writing related to inter-lingual error. It occurs because the students difficulty to share their idea into writing using English language. In this case the students often used their mother tongue to communicate and English is the native language. As mentioned by Lestari & Setyawan (2017) many Indonesian communicate are not using English language.  The reason refers to the expert’s statement that the learners find difficulty to comprehend and they begin to apply the rules and structures of native language in their learning process. 
4. Conclusion

Sentence fragment is one of the grammatical errors that is still made by the students in college level. The phenomenon shows that the students still have a problem in writing an essay and none of them free of making the error, especially on sentence fragment. It can be an evaluative feedback also during teaching and learning process especially in the writing subject. By focusing in the sentence fragment, it is hoped that the students are able to minimize the error and produce more meaningful written text.
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